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Preface

The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia
continues its systemic support of inclusive voca-
tional education within the Vocational Education
and Training (VET) system and the development of
equal opportunities for persons with special educa-
tional needs.

The introduction and development of inclusive
education is a significant element in the reform
of vocational education and one of the key prin-
ciples of the Vocational Education Development
Strategy'.

The initiative of the Ministry of Education and
Science of Georgia promotes the realization of
the rights of persons with special education-
al needs/disabilities in education and employ-
ment, something the Georgian government is
obliged to provide under the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Decem-
ber 26, 2013).

Education of students with special educational
needs within the VET system is based on the follow-
ing fundamental principles:

» Equipping of students with skills relevant for the
labor market;

» Provision of vocational education in accordance
with individual abilities, interests and needs of stu-
dents;

» Support for graduate employment in the open la-
bor market.

To establish an inclusive vocational education sup-
port system, the Ministry of Education and Science
of Georgia is carrying out analyses of current needs
and is responding with relevant measures.

1 bogo®mmzggmmb 3693096-30bobdh™ol 2013 Bemolb 26 ©9393dMol N300
0Mdobgdo ,3OMPILOYMO obommgdol MgRmM®Iol Lh®mohgaool (2013-
2020 6emgo0) ©odh30Egdol momdody”.

2 Lodo®mzggmmb 3oGmmodgbhol dogd 8gdmyoymo Jgbodmgdommdol

dgmbg 3ommo PBMIogdol 3mb3zabnol Mohoxzogotmgds dmbro 2013
Bemob 26 0939909Mb.
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1 The Order of the Prime Minister of Georgia; #300, December 26, 2013 -,0On
Approval of Vocational Education reform Strategy (2013-2020)"

2 The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” has been ratified by
the Parliament of Georgia on December 26, 2013.
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The initiative of inclusive vocational education is
supported by the Georgian government through
the state budget and funds provided by the Norwe-
gian Ministry of Education and Research.

This document presents the outcomes of the ini-
tiatives implemented by The Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Georgia in close cooperation
with the Norwegian Ministry of Education and
Research.

Vocational Students with Special
Educational Needs

The increasing trend of people with special educa-
tional needs seeking vocational education has been
noted since 2013. Indeed, the number of students
with special educational needs being enrolled rose
from 51in 2013, to 180 in fall 2015.

habogbymo bhnegbhgdeb Gsmegbmds / Number of Enrolled Students
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This trend suggests that awareness of the opportu-
nities in inclusive vocational education among per-
sons with special educational needs and their fam-
ily members is increasing and that their motivation
and trust in the VET system is also rising.

Inclusive vocational education is being introduced
in all VET institutions across Georgia. In 2015, a total
of 23 VET institutions were providing vocational ed-
ucation to students with special educational needs.

Students with special educational needs are en-
rolled in 18 vocational colleges and five higher ed-
ucation institutions, providing vocational education
programs.
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L3gEnoMYMo  Logebdobommgdmm  Logommgdol
dgmbg  LHYEYbHYdo 3O MAILoY  IMMZHOIJOL
0Mhg396 Mo3006m0 06¢hgMglgdobs o 0bogoEy-
omMY®0  39LodgdmMdgdol gom3omobBnbgdnm.
0b0b0 goEoboBoemyoyMo 6M00b 8939a 3 mMagLo-
7 BOEObFobom oM 3MrMaMTYdBY:

Students with special educational needs select vo-
cational education programs according to their in-
terests and individual abilities. The distribution of
these students in vocational educational programs
is presented below.

2014 §. bynegbhadeb gowsbsfamgds 3bmagbamm bsgsbdsbsomgdmm 3bmghsdgdds

Distribution of Students in Vocational Educational Programs - 2014

Bogomo boBogmob hggbozmbo / Chassis Technician

bom-0mbhbgymol gooddyndaggdgwmo /
Pre-Processor Of Fruit And Vegetables

3mbopg®o / Confectioner

bol dboh3™ymo Eodydoggdol Lagaoomobho / Wood Artistic Work Specialist

@Q9bboEdmol, hyogol boBotBolo o ogbgbyadmgool b3gzoomobho /
Footwear, Leather Goods And Accessories Specialist

Lhoamobeo / Stylist/Hairdresser

LoMgLHMMbM bogdol 8BoMIMgdgmo / Restaurant Business Producer
Lo339Gm3omm BoBo®mdob b3gnomobdo / Sartorial Products Specialist
Lodo30gMY FMBYMO0MMBgOOL H9gdbozmbo / Technician Of Refrigerator Devices
3MM03MOx079mo 3MgB39mmo0l H9gdbozmbo / Poligraphic Industry Technician
®xxoLdgbgsgdo / Office-Manager (Secretary- Advisor)

93069 00869L0L dBoMIMYdgo / Small Business Producer

93960Mgmo o330 / Plant Protection

9mgoogo / Painter

93oMmgymo / Cook

39030 9-3m3306 3909090 / Tile-Layer

dobogobho / Masseur

3™33079h9Gnmo Jugmgdobs s Lobhgdgool Hggbozmbo /
Computer Network And System Technician

3M3309h 9O 3Mox030 o ©6030300 / Computer Graphics And Animation
3M33079h9GMNmo 3gMoxozs / Computer Graphics

0603m®3d307m0 Hhgdbmmmao / Information Technologist
06(h9Mb9hhggbmmmao / Internet Technologist (Web-Specialist)

®9gdob bgemmbobo / Felt Designer

®000806H3Pgomb L3gaoomobho / Gypsum Plasterboard Specialist

3906300mo / Locksmith

3909M060MPMO 30RMYMO bgmbobymgool bdgzoomobho /
Veterinary Treatment Specialist

390h996mmmmgo / Web Technologies

9J9IHOMDYMO O (300G bgmLoBymYdLk Eoogbmbihnzolo s 8939mgdol
b3gnomobdo / Diagnostician-Repairer Of Electronic And Digital Appliances
9m9gdd®o3mbo / Electrician

©YMaomo / Carpenter

©93MOOHOYMO O 3odmygbgoomo Jumgomgdol b3geomobho /
Decorative Applied Textile Specialist

300940039em-3mbLymbabho / Shop Assistant
OmomAg®o / Accountant
93(hMAMO0MOL dMogol 89939m9gdgemo / Engine Repairer
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Distribution of Students in Vocational Educational Programs - 2015

00630b m3gMohmdo / Bank Operator

963mbgemo / Trainer

RM3EIZHO 3930M(H00b Batrdmgdol Ldggoamobho / Specialist Of Pharmaceutical Drug Origin
o000 dodgolb gemgdhozmbo / Low Voltage Electrician

Lobihyddm Logdol dBoMIMIdgmo / Hotel Business Producer

890007m9d9mo / Welder

3oemo¢hmBo / Brick-Layer

L033068m30gmgdnsbo gMogozol bdgoomobho / 3D Graphic Specialist

LogodmAEgdmm Logddol H9gdbozn™o EoBoobyto / Technical Designer Of Publishing Business
3903Mma®modobho / Web Programmer

93hM3Md0MOL E0dgbmbdgo / Motor-Vehicle Diagnostician

39906(9Mx90L0b 939mM3gHo / Software Developer

Qo3oEI3HoLb mobodgaty / Pharmacist’s Assistant

bogoo BoBoemol hggbozmbo / Chassis Technician

boem-dmbhbgymol 3ooddndaggdgmo / Pre-Processor Of Fruit And Vegetables
930hM3Md0mMOL 8993909890 gemgdhOmbadbozmbo / Vehicle Repair Electrician
3mbEohgco / Confectioner

bol bohgemo Eodydaggdol b3ggoomobho / Wood Artistic Work Specialist

29bLEAOL, HYogal BaBoMmBobo o oglgligodgdnl b3gznomobho / Footwear, Leather Goods And Accessories Specialist
HOoghHm®obh-39006doby / Tractor Driver

bdhomobho / Stylist/Hairdresser

LobYOLOmM 3OMEYI300L 93MMMEMo 3MbH®mmo / Ecological Control Of Grocery Products
Lodgbhm®mbm bogdol 96>MImgdgmo / Restaurant Business Producer

1939630 M BB>®F0L b3gEoomobo / Sartorial Products Specialist

Lo3dE0gMY dMBYMINM Mgl Hgdbozmbo / Technician Of Refrigerator Devices
3mm0gMox0ymo IMg639mmdol hggbogmbo / Poligraphic Industry Technician
®gobdgbgggdo / Office-Manager (Secretary- Advisor)

9oy 0086gLols A6oM3mgdgemo / Small Business Producer

dmgdogo / Painter

dmbhogol Mggobmo / Editor (Film-Cutter, Audio-Visual Image Specialist)

9BoMmgymo / Cook

999300 g-3md30Mm39mgdgmo / Tile-Layer

090060bgcg / Chaser

Bobogobpo / Masseur

3M3307h9MPmo Jugemgdobo o Lobhgdgdol Hggbogmbo / Computer Network And System Technician
3™0307h9M Ym0 3Mhog0gd o 9603o30d / Computer Graphics And Animation
3M0307hgMYmo gmoxngd / Computer Graphics

06Qm®3oE0mo hggdbmmmgo / Information Technologist

06h9®b9gHH9gbmmmaon / Internet Technologist (Web-Specialist)

®9dol bgemmbobo / Felt Designer

®0d08063ngomb b3gE0oobho / Gypsum Plasterboard Specialist

99IHOMEIMO o 0RO bgmbobymgdnl oagbmbhozolo o 8g3gmgdol b3goomobiho /
Diagnostician-Repairer Of Electronic And Digital Appliances

©3M3omo / Carpenter

©93MMOHOPYO O 3odmygbgdomo Jumgomgdol bdggoamobho / Decorative Applied Textile Specialist
dPmomAgeo / Accountant

003960 / Barman

23¢h™3mdomob dMogol 8993909090 / Engine Repairer

03hmBmdomob 890630emo / Vehicle Repair Locksmith
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Logommgdobo my 398myEYmo dgbodemgdemmoobo.

3OMPILOYM 3obommgool 9y gonsd bhywgdha-
00 899930 Logbdobommgdmm bodommgdgdoom:

Since 2013, the Ministry of Education and Science
of Georgia has sought to provide quality vocational
education to everyone, despite of their special edu-
cational needs or disabilities. Vocational education
is provided to students with the following special
educational needs:

b3ggnsenba bagsbdsbsmmgdme bagabegds / Igdmyeama dgbsdmgdmeds

Number of students by special educational needs/disabilities

30803960 / Physical

Ldgbo / Hearing

3b939mmoo / Visual

2014

dMogmmdomo / Multiple

3m3yb03o0o / Communication

06¢h9gmadhnomy®o / Intellectual

®0B03nM0 / Physical

13dgbo / Hearing

3bg39mmoo / Visual

2015

dMogmmdomo / Multiple

=

3m3nb03o30o / Communication

06¢h9gmadHnomy®o / Intellectual

110

by / Total 426

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia



0beog0@33¢mb0 dogmdgdo
063780960 3bmggbogmo

39bsommgdabab

bogdommzggmml gobommgdolo o 3936096 gool bo-
3060LhGH™ bgemadmgobgrmmoal bhygbhdg MmMogb-
Ho6 90790 06030YIG0 doEamdgdom LB3gEo-
OMY®0 Logobdobommgdmm Logommgdol dgmbyg
LhnYdHYOOLMZOL 3O MARILOMO gobomemgdol do-

B6mgdol yzgmeo 9¢ho3ddy.

b3gnammén bagsbdsbsomgdme badnbmgdal
0©gbhogonbgdab ghode

bogoMmzggmmb gobommgdoLs @ 993609Mgd0L Ladobobh®Mml
F3mboEobEodmoba®o 3160l 8gxoLgdol agmdad

dmbBogmol/30Gmol Lobgmo, 33060

Individual Approaches to
Inclusive Vocational Education

The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia
follows student-oriented individual approaches at
all stages of the provision of vocational education
and training for students with special educational
needs.

Stage of Identification of Special
Educational Needs

Assessment Form of the Multidisciplinary Team of the Ministry of

Education and Science of Georgia

Student’s/person’s name, family name

9900030396900 (30mgdol bobdotmg o bobgamd-
[WHRIGLD)]

LodgoEobm
Logommgdo

LOEoOMY®o obHMMoo EO MFobydo goMmgdm

(=2 ©
g S 306000 bm3gHo S Personal ID #
%’ fg d0bodommo lé Address
D
\% Lé HImIRMBoL 6mAgho % Phone #
‘% © | ©0000900L MOMOMO GE, Birth date: (year, month, date)
a
obo30 (690, ™39, MoEb3o) Age
é 99930b9d0L momomo % Assessment date:
é) 9990b9d0L >Egomo g Assessment place:
(==} (3
© 899gebgdgdo < Evaluators:
. 300mygb907emo 3gmmo/oblh®ndgbho
& % Applied technique /Tool
5 £ | 89x0bgdol bggghHhm = B
S & & © | Assessment area:
$ & | dmBommgol d0Bgdo €3
2 & @ o | Purpose of referral:
8 £ | Mopm3 Eabdomo Bgnalgds, my ool Bomlymao g <
o 8 390309070 < % Why the assessment is needed, if already was assessed
in the past
©00g3bmdo
Diagnose

Medications (frequency and duration of
administration)

Medical
Needs

Social History and family environment

Logomm bgmemo N

3malbo

bogobdo-

Bommgdmm

bogobdobomgdMM obhM®Moo (Lod3d3M dowmo,
B3Mmo, 3OMRILOYIO 3MMII0)

300M3EOMgdd

Public school #

Grade

Educational
Experiance

Educational history (Pre-school, school, VET college)
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P 139300PM0 Logdbdobommgdmm Logommgdnl
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When registering as an applicant in the VET system,
an individual (applicant) has the right to declare a
special educational need.

Each person registered as an applicant having a spe-
cial educational need is assessed by a team of ex-
perts, established at the Ministry of Education and
Science.

Based on an in-depth assessment of personal factors
and abilities of the applicants, the experts decide:

» Approval or rejection of special educational needs;

» Description of the individual educational needs of
an applicant;

» Recommendations for an applicant’s vocational
testing and provision of vocational education.

Information is documented in written form and is-
sued to the relevant VET institution for purposes of
planning professional testing and provision of voca-
tional education.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
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Conclusion: (Includes the answer to the purpose of referral)

Recommendations:

Members of the Multidisciplinary team of the
Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia
(Signatures of at least 3 members)
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When registering as an applicant in the VET system,
an individual (applicant) has a right to select (mark)
three vocational education programs, according to
his/her interests and abilities. Applicant makes a fi-
nal decision on prioritized educational program af-
ter practical testing for vocational programs.

Professional Testing

In the event of approval of a special educational
need, professional testing is arranged for the appli-
cant, according to his/her individual characteristics.
The testing is organized by a vocational education
teacher, inclusive vocational education specialists
and an assistant of students with special educa-
tional needs. In its planning, this team follows the
conclusion and recommendations provided by the
team of experts.

Professional testing of applicants with special ed-
ucational needs implies practical realization of the
vocational education program/programs, selected
by the applicants. Practical realization is guided by

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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a vocational education teacher, inclusive vocation-
al education specialists as well as assistants of stu-
dents with special educational needs observe and
evaluate the process.

Practical realization of activities is followed by re-
flection from students and organizers of profession-
al testing:

» Which vocational educational program appeared
most interesting to the applicant?

» Which vocational education program was handled
by the applicant most effectively and successfully?

» Which education program would the applicant
like to learn?

At the concluding meeting, the applicant makes a de-
cision according to the experience acquired at profes-
sional testing. When taking a decision, the applicants
naturally follow their interests and abilities.

Stage of Vocational Education Provision

Provision of vocational education for students with
special educational needs is planned individually,
taking into consideration their unique needs and
abilities.

Together with the vocational education teacher, the
inclusive vocational education team, functioning
in VET institutions, discuss the following matters:
whether it is possible to provide vocational educa-
tion to a student with special educational needs in
the standard manner and format; whether a student
requires the educational program to be adapted in

LI i |
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terms of setting alternative qualitative or quantita-
tive learning outcomes and/or making alterations to
instructional and assessment strategies.

If needed, an Individual Education Plan, based on
the vocational education program/module and its
adaptation is elaborated for a student with special
educational needs.

Individual Education Plan May Clarify:

» Learning outcomes

» Implementation criteria

» Scopes of competence parameters

» Evidences

» Educational workload (for theoretical
and practical classes)

» Time for independent work

» Implementation approaches

» Learning topics and teaching
methods

» Educational environment

» Recommended technical equipment
for theoretical and practical teaching

» Materials, raw materials, their quantity
and technical specification

» Recommended approaches for
evidence collection

» Recommended directions and tools of
assessment

» Recommended reference list or/and
informational resources

» Needed additional educational
services

Individual Educational Plan is applied as a guide-
book for the implementation of the educational
process of students with special educational needs.
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Vocational Education Recognition and

Qualification Awarding

Awarding of a relevant qualification to a student
with special educational needs is discussed on an
individual basis.

Based on fair principles, the achievements of a stu-
dent with special educational needs is recognized
by the VET system, even if his/her learning outcomes
differ from other students’ outcomes.

To be awarded full or partial qualification, a student
with special educational needs is required (like oth-
ers) to demonstrate that he or she has mastered the
competences within the vocational education pro-
gram.

In the event of incomplete achievement of learning
outcomes, qualification is not awarded to a student
with special educational needs, but the VET institu-
tion issues an official letter, specifying the acquired
competences.

Inclusive Vocational Education
Support services

Inclusive Vocational Education Support

Team

To create a supportive environment for students
with special educational needs in vocational educa-
tion institutions, inclusive vocational education sup-
port teams consisting of inclusive vocational edu-
cation specialists and the assistants of persons with
special educational needs, have been established in
each college.

The responsibilities of these specialists are outlined
below:

Inclusive Vocational Education Specialist:

Directly supervises and actively manages stu-
dents with special educational needs and provi-
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sion of needed services in vocational education
institutions.

Together with vocational education teachers, he or
she analyzes a student’s documentation, with a pur-
pose to plan the educational process adequately,
considering the needs and abilities of a student.

Specialist involved in the development of the Indi-
vidual Educational Plan, adjustment of educational
environment and together with teachers actively
working on the development of teaching strategies.

He or she is responsible for following each student’s
case, to be sure that additional services and appro-
priate accommodation are provided.

Assistant to a Person with Special Educational
Needs:

Helps a student with special educational needs to
engage in educational activities during lessons.

Supports in adaptation and independent function-
ing in the process of education and during breaks.

Helps inclusive vocational education specialists and
teachers in realizing individual plans.

Participates in a process of safety provision and
monitors safety conditions.

In 2015, there were 18 inclusive vocational educa-
tion specialists and seven assistants of persons with
special educational needs working in 13 vocational
education institutions.

A positive trend of specialists’employment is noted
in vocational education institutions to deal with the
increasing number of students with special educa-
tional needs.
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Additional Support Services

The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia
has developed a mechanism to immediately react
to the needs of individuals with special educational
needs.

Provision of these services enhances the engage-
ment and participation of students in the educa-
tional process and improves the quality of provided
vocational education.

Below the supportive services for students with spe-
cial educational needs introduced by the Ministry of
Education and Science in 2014-2015 are listed and
described:

Sign language interpreters’ service for deaf and
hearing impaired students

These specialists ensure students’ follow-up aassis-
tance at each stage of vocational education (pro-
fessional testing, theoretical and practical teaching,
assessment, etc.) and support them in information
sharing and communication.
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Mobility and orientation trainers’ service for stu-
dents with visual impairment

These specialists help students to learn a route from
their place of residence to the vocational education
institution, to use the necessary means of transpor-
tation and to develop the orientation skills within
the educational institution.

Special assistants’ service (Lab. assistants) for
students with intellectual and/or severe physical
disability

These specialists ensure support of students with
special educational needs in functioning in the
learning environment, as well as the maintenance of
hygiene and safety.

Transportation service for students with intellec-
tual and/or severe physical disability

This service ensures a student’s safe transportation
from his or her place of residence to the vocational
education institutions and back home.
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Adapted educational resources

If needed, the Ministry of Education and Science of
Georgia provides alternative formats of education-
al materials for students with special educational
needs. In particular, manuals are provided in elec-
tronic format for blind and low vision students.
Audio recording of the manuals by special comput-
er program makes their content accessible for stu-
dents.

In addition, the Ministry of Education and Science
started to create audio versions (human voice re-
corded in a studio) of vocational education manuals,
developed in 2015. One audio-book was recorded in
2015 and 26 manuals will be recorded in 2016.

Provision of Inclusive Vocational
Education Quality

Enhancement of Human Resources

To ensure the quality of inclusive vocational edu-
cation, the enhancement of vocational education
teachers’ competence in the application of differen-
tiated educational approaches is being carried out.
This has crucial importance in the education of stu-
dents with special educational needs.

A mechanism for the improvement and enhance-
ment of professional qualification of specialists en-
gaged in inclusive vocational education has been
introduced. In particular, the following specific ed-
ucational courses for training and/or retraining of
specialists and interested individuals have been de-
veloped by the Teachers Professional Development
Center:

Courses for sign language interpreters

The course is designed for sign language interpret-
ers, other interested individuals and comprises: a)
training of interested individuals as interpreters; b)
enhancement of sign language interpreters’ qualifi-
cation.
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Sign language courses

The course covers teaching of elementary sign lan-
guage and is designed for individuals interested in
learning sign language and for persons with hearing
impairments.

Course on parenting deaf children

The course, designed for parents of children with
hearing impairment, comprises the following issues:
development of deaf individuals; familiarization
with the specifics and culture of the deaf communi-
ty; presentation of the methods of parental support;
teaching sign language.

Course on specific issues of teaching deaf stu-
dents

The course, designed for teachers of deaf children,
covers the following issues: development of deaf
individuals; familiarization with the specifics and
culture of the deaf community; presentation of the
methods of education and support of deaf students;
teaching of sign language to teachers.

Course on specifics of education of students with
hearing impairments

The course is designed for teachers of students with
residual hearing and cochlear implants, introducing
the specifics of development and instructional strat-
egies for children with hearing impairments.

Course on education of low vision students

The course, designed for public school teachers
and inclusive education specialists, introduces the
strategies of accommodation for the educational
environment, selection-application of supporting
appliances and instruction of low vision students.

Braille system teaching course

The course, designed for public school teachers and
inclusive education specialists, develops literacy
skills by using Braille and Braille teaching strategies
for blind students.

Mobility and spatial orientation teaching course
Training modules prepare specialists to be able to
assist blind individuals in developing mobility and
orientation skills.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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Course on vocational guidance and consultation
for students with special educational needs

The course is designed for public school teachers,
inclusive education specialists and career planning
managers. The module introduces the key principles
of vocational guidance, tools of planning and imple-
mentation of a student’s individual transition plan
and keeping documentation.

Six persons with disabilities (four deaf and two blind
specialists) have been employed by the Teachers
Professional Development Center while developing
and conducting these training modules.

The courses were selected based on the analyses of
the needs of students, teachers and parents in the
educational environment.
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Inclusive and Special Educational Programs

at llia State University

The enhancement of inclusive and special educa-
tion teaching at higher education institutions is an
important task of the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence. This is considered the key factor for ensuring
quality education for students with disabilities and
special educational needs.

Special Education Master’s Program

In 2014, the Special Education Master’s Program
was introduced at Ilia State University with the sup-
port of the Norwegian Ministry of Education and
Research. After admission was announced, eight
students were enrolled in the program through a
competition.

This initiative increased the opportunity to train
special education teachers who are the main human
resource in the process of inclusive education intro-
duction in the field of education in Georgia.

Inclusive Education Summer School

To enhance the qualification of general and voca-
tional education specialists (teachers, special edu-
cation teachers, psychologists, sign language inter-
preters), the Ministry of Education and Science of
Georgia continues to support the inclusive educa-
tion summer school (short-term courses).
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In 2014-2015, the specialists invited by the Norwe-
gian Ministry of Education and Research with the
mediation of the Ministry of Education and Science
of Georgia , have ensured the improvement of lo-
cal professionals and the development of thematic
courses focused on challenges in the Georgian edu-
cational system.

The following courses were delivered: sign language
training course; classroom observation.

The tradition of summer school courses, conducted
at Ilia State University, is very popular and participa-
tion levels are high.

Development of Educational
Resources

Inclusive Vocational Education Guidebook

To improve the team of specialists engaged in inclu-
sive vocational education, a guidebook reflecting the
joint vision and recommendations on the organization
of the educational process for students with special
educational needs has been developed. This guide-
book will be used by the VET institutions in the plan-
ning and implementation of the educational process
of students with special educational needs.
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The guidebook introduces the following topics:

Inclusive Vocational Education Guidebook
Content:

» Inclusive vocational education context in
Georgia and worldwide

» Provision of vocational education,
organization of employment process and its
importance

» Alternative regulation of enrollment to the
VET system

» Educational process for persons with special
educational needs

» Document of individual transition plan

» Individual Education Plan and its application
in the VET system

» Multidisciplinary team work

» Responsibilities of personnel engaged in inclusive
vocational education process in VET institutions.

Manual “Assessment for Learning in Inclu-
sive Schools”

To introduce the innovative assessment approaches
in the educational system, the manual “Assessment
for Learning in Inclusive Schools” was printed in
2014.The manual was developed by Norwegian and
British authors - Prof. Richard Rose and Knut Roar
Eng with the assistance of the Norwegian Ministry
of Education and Research.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
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Given the high interest in this innovative assess-
ment tool, the manual was translated into the Geor-
gian language.

The assessment model presented in the book was
first introduced at the Inclusive Education Interna-
tional Conference in Thilisiin 2012 and in 2012-2013
during the summer school held at llia State Univer-
sity.

In 2014, the manual was presented in higher edu-
cation institutions of Georgia by the Norwegian au-
thor.

Braille teaching methodological manual

To support the teachers and parents engaged in the
educational process of blind students, the Braille
teaching methodological manual (electronic ver-
sion) has been developed. The manual explains sev-
eral effective strategies of Braille teaching.

Georgian Sign Language Bank

For decades, sign language had not been introduced
as an instructional language in the Georgian educa-
tional system which hindered universal teaching.
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To ensure quality vocational education for students
with hearing impairments, it was deemed necessary
to promote the development of Georgian sign lan-
guage entailing identification, registration of Geor-
gian signs and dissemination among potential us-
ers.

The methodology of sign language development
in the Georgian context has been elaborated. The
Georgian analogue of electronic program “SignWiki”
for sign collection, registration and promotion was
created and the organization “The Union of Deaf of
Georgia” ensuring participation through sign lan-
guage for deaf individuals in this process.

Working on sign language relevance to the Import-
ant terms and concepts of National Curriculum and
Vocation educational programs was held during the
period of 2014-2015.

Video clips presenting 2648 signs, corresponding
graphical images (word) and photos were upload-
ed to the web-page ge.signwiki.org. A promotional
campaign of the web-page was also carried out.

From Vocational Education
to Employment

Since 2014, the Ministry of Education and Science
of Georgia has been actively involved in the de-
velopment and implementation of employment
support services for persons with disabilities, be-
ing aware that inclusive education can only be
considered successful if it leads to the employ-
ment of graduates.

20 graduates with special educational needs have
been employed during the period of 2014-2015.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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Study of Employers’ Attitudes

To develop the employment support services for
persons with disabilities, the Ministry of Education
and Science deemed it reasonable to share the best
experiences of western countries and to apply re-
search based approaches in its work.

A survey on the attitudes and readiness of employ-
ers towards employment of persons with disabil-
ities/special educational needs was planned and
implemented in 2014.

The goal of the survey was to identify the key chal-
lenges, supporting factors and preconditions, gen-
erally emerging in the employment of persons with
disabilities/special educational needs.

The qualitative survey covered employers with and
without experience of employing persons with dis-
abilities/special educational needs, and was con-
ducted by IPM Research.

The main difference between the employers with ex-
perience and employers without experience in the
employment of persons with disabilities/special ed-
ucational needs, is their subjective opinion on the
abilities of the individuals. For respondents without
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experience, the employment of persons with disabil-
ities/special educational needs is a very complicated
issue, while experienced respondents report that hav-
ing such an employee at a working place, work perfor-
mance, relations with the staff and quality of adapta-
tion were not in any way detrimental to the company,
and was in fact, on the contrary, beneficial.

Characterizing employees with disabilities, the em-
ployers noted the following attributes: high com-
mitment to the work; punctuality; high social com-
petence; adequate attitude to work; and high levels
of responsibility.

The results of this survey served as a baseline for fur-
ther employment support activities, carried out by
the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia.

Employment Support Service for Persons
with Disabilities
Together with the Ministry of Labor, Health and So-

cial Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Science
shared the European-supported employment mod-
el that was presented in the Georgian context by the
formal president of European Union of Supported
Employment.

The supported employment model entails inclusion
of people with disabilities and special educational
needs in an open labor market with the support of
job coaches.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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In 2015, arrangements were made for the re-
cruitment of 10 job coaches and one coordinator
throughout Georgia for 2016 (to ensure full compli-
ance with the above-stated approach, the process
was coordinated by a British specialist).

The activities planned for 2016 include the follow-
ing: recruitment and selection of job coaches; train-
ing of selected job coaches; establishment of an
employment service for persons with disabilities;
provision of services to beneficiaries.

Enhancement of Employers’ Awareness and

Motivation

To support the process of employment of persons
with disabilities, the Ministry of Education and Sci-
ence of Georgia has carried out a number of activ-
ities:

» A publication for employers was developed in
2015, covering the following topics: attitudes of em-
ployers towards persons with disabilities in Georgia;
factors affecting decisions on employment of per-
sons with disabilities and fair approaches to their
employment.

The publication provides the experience and vision
of employers and employed persons with disabili-
ties related to these issues. The publication was dis-
seminated among employers.
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» Meetings with partner employers of the VET
institutions, small- and medium-sized entrepre-
neurs and major industrialists operating in Geor-
gia were organized in 2014-2015. International
models of employment of persons with disabili-
ties were presented at the meetings. Participants
discussed the advantages and challenges emerg-
ing in the employment of persons with disabilities
and means of problem solving, as well as existing
stereotypes and opportunities of employment in
their companies.

Inclusive Vocational Education
and Training System

The introduction of inclusive vocational educa-
tion in the Georgian educational system requires
a systemic approach. Inclusion of students with
special educational needs in the VET system and
their training for employment requires the follow-

ing:

» Recognition of the priority of inclusive vocation-
al education within the educational system

» Permanent consideration of inclusive education
principles in the process of current vocational ed-
ucation reform

The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia
unconditionally supports the following approach:
inclusive education principles shared at all levels
of the system; establishment of a cooperation
network within and outside the Ministry.

» The structural units of the Ministry of Education
and Science of Georgia — Vocational Education
Development Department and National Curric-
ulum Department ensure defining and manage-
ment of inclusive vocational education policy.

» Observance of inclusive vocational educational
principles at a practical level is delegated to the
agencies subordinated to the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Georgia.

Legal entities of Public Law conduct the introduc-

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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tion of inclusive vocational education. The Nation-
al Center for Teachers’ Professional Development
oversees the enhancement of professional com-
petence of vocational education teachers in this
field while the Educational and Scientific Infra-
structure Development Agency ensures physical
accessibility for students. In addition, the Nation-
al Center for Educational Quality Enhancement
looks after vocational education quality.

» The inclusive vocational education is support-
ed by the Vocational Education National Council,
with the goal of promoting vocational education
and issuing recommendations on policy planning
and implementation.

The inclusive vocational education development
thematic working group, composed of represen-
tatives of relevant units of the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Georgia, subordinated agen-
cies and other state and non-state organizations
were all founded within the Council.

» Establishment of outcome-oriented inclusive
vocational education with the employment of
graduates with special educational needs as a
main indicator. The Ministry of Education and
Science of Georgia intensively cooperates with
the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs
and its subordinated agencies in this area. Coor-
dinated work has been carried out to define em-
ployment support mechanisms for persons with
disabilities.

» To ensure the identification of special educa-
tional needs of individuals and immediate re-
sponses, an inclusive vocational consultative
group was founded in the Ministry of Education
and Science of Georgia. The group conducts dis-
cussions of an inclusive vocational education
process, its assessment and the elaboration of
recommendations for its effectiveness. The con-
sultative group unites non-governmental orga-
nizations, working in the field of disability and
related issues.

» To guarantee the quality of provided vocation-
al education, the main principles of the approach
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LogmmOdMGOLbm  3MBRYMHYbE0e  BoMdMmoEagbo
3mohM®AoL, oMol  BoMAMIOEIBbM oMb
o 99L39M(HgoMOb g MmOE 3obLOBdMZGHYMOYmM 063-
mB07MH0 3HMR9LOYMO obommgdol doMomoEo
80006 mYmydgd0, 3MMmEgLE0 hoMmym 30GOmo -
Logdgool 39ML39gdHh03900 o dbotmEodidgmo dgdo-
6033900. 3MbRgMHb0edn dmbobomgmdo doomgl
BOgOMOTMGOLM O oEZOMMIM03do gdbdghhgd-
90 o BoMIMBoEagbmgddo 063mydoyMo gobom-

were explained and shared with administrations
of the VET institutions. Their competence in the
management of inclusive vocational education
has been improved and it is planned to enhance
the awareness of supervisory councils in this di-
rection as well.

» To support inclusive vocational education, in-
formation on current processes is provided to a
local self- administration of the municipalities,
where the VET institutions are functioning. The
discussion of needs of persons with disabilities
and analyses of opportunities of employers is reg-
ularly carried out by the initiative of the Ministry
of Education and Science of Georgia.

» The international conference “Create the Op-
portunity” was conducted in 2015 for discussion
of inclusive vocational education outcomes with
a wide audience.

The international conference served as a platform
for the field representatives and experts to define
key directions of inclusive education, perspec-
tives of individuals engaged in the process and
the mechanisms of support. International and lo-
cal experts in the inclusive education, vocational
education and employment fields participated in
the conference.

The conference participants were educated about
the supported employment model in the Geor-
gian context.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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The coordination and cooperation of the Ministry
of Education and Science of Georgia with parties
engaged in vocational education and related ar-
eas are an indicator of successful inclusive voca-
tional education.

Challenges in Inclusive
Vocational Education

Inclusive education has a short history in the Geor-
gian educational system which is a main cause of
the challenges which exist in the field. The Ministry
of Education and Science has analyzed the needs
and is working in the following directions:

Maximum engagement of students with special
educational needs in vocational education and
training system

Since 2013, after the first initiative of inclusive voca-
tional education, the number of students enrolled in
VET institutions has increased.

For the first enrollmentin 2013, the number of enrolled
students with special educational needs was 51 and
in fall 2015 this figure increased to 180. Despite the
progressive indicators, it is still difficult for the Minis-
try of Education and Science of Georgia to assess to
what extent it has managed to cover the enrollment of
individuals with special educational needs in the VET
system. The reason for this is the absence of a unified,
statistical database on individuals with special educa-
tional needs and, among them, the number of those
interested in getting vocational education.
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H®obBoioo 6gd0LdogMmo oodoobol bmgmgdodo
9O®-9m M0 3M0H03nMmo 3MME9L0d. 0b P303d06M Y-
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Therefore, the Ministry of Education and Science of
Georgia promotes inter-agency cooperation that
will improve the registration of persons with disabil-
ities and special educational needs. Subsequently,
the Ministry will be able to discuss objectively what
percentage of individuals with special educational
needs were given the opportunity to acquire voca-
tional education and the number of those not cov-
ered by the VET system.

The identification of these indicators will be fol-
lowed by a study of reasons why some persons with
special educational needs remain unreached by the
VET system. Thereafter, the Ministry of Education
and Science will respond appropriately within the
scope of its competence.

At the same time, the Ministry is working on widen-
ing the geographical accessibility of vocational ed-
ucation (new VET institutions are being established;
dormitories are being provided in VET institutions)
which in its turn should positively influence the re-
ferral of individuals with special educational needs
to VET institutions.

Organization of transition from general
education to vocational education system
and employment

The transition from general education to the voca-
tional education system and employment is a criti-
cal phase in anyone’s life. This stage can determine
a person’s future including what role he or she takes
on in life. The process is gradual and implies sever-
al steps: assessment of one’s own achievements;
understanding one’s own interests; becoming fa-
miliar with different life opportunities; and making
informed decisions.

Often, in orderto reduce the number of spontaneous
choices made by individuals with special education-
al needs, appropriate support becomes necessary
as these individuals still have limited opportunities
to gain varied and interesting experience in society
and become familiar with their own abilities and job
placements.

Introduction of Inclusive Education
in Vocational Education and Training System of Georgia
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Therefore, the Ministry of Education and Science
needs to organize the transition and vocational
guidance process.

This approach is being developed and introduced
at the general education level, in the vocational
education system and as an independent service.
The vocational guidance methodology is being de-
veloped while the staff involved in the process are
being trained. Piloting of the methodology will start
in 2016.

Compliance of vocational education with
educational needs of students

A high proportion of students with special educa-
tional needs in VET institutions require high and
multilateral competences of vocational education
providers. Competences that will enable them to
clearly identify the needs and effectively respond to
them.

The education of teachers is being implemented
through continuous trainings, while success in the
application of individual and flexible approaches
can be achieved through accumulation of practice
and experience. It's been not long that vocational
education teachers are facing new professional ex-
perience and challenges and pro.

In addition, international practice shows that meet-
ing the needs of students with special educational
needs is possible only with the involvement of pro-
fessionals with the relevant competence.

For example, the effectiveness of education of hear-
ing impaired students is determined by the recom-
mendations of deaf and hard of hearing students’
teaching specialists (surdopedagogs ). The same
can be said of visually impaired students and the im-
portance of specialists (tiflopedagogs ) in that area.

Specialized staff are in short supply in the Georgian
educational system which is a fundamental reason
for all students’ needs not being fully met.
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The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia is
fully aware of the need to train these personnel with-
in the higher education system and has launched
specialized qualification courses for specialty areas.

Initiatives for 2016

To ensure sustainable development of inclusive vo-
cational education, in 2016 the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Georgia will work in the follow-
ing directions:

» Enhancement of inter-agency dialogue and coor-
dination;

» Increase the number of enrolled students with
special educational needs;

» Improvement of provided vocational education
quality;

» Increase the number of employed graduates.
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